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And T would say to those—I know there are
more young people experimenting with drugs
today than ever before. Drug use has gone up.
And if you care about the future of America,
if you care about your future, just don’t do
it.

And I know that I am someone older than
you, but I've had my anxious moments in my
life. I've learned to feed myself and to walk
and to dress. I'm standing here as proof that
in America, the possibilities are unlimited. I
know who I am, and I know where I'm from,
and I know where I want to take America. We
are the greatest country on the face of the
Earth. We do more good things for more people
in our communities, our neighborhoods than
anywhere that I know of.

Remarks at a Rally in Hartford
October 6, 1996

The President. Thank you. Folks, thank you
for waiting. Thank you for being here. I would
like to—first of all, I want you, before you lose
all your enthusiasm, join me in thanking our
musicians, the Mike Rubow Quintet, the Trinity
College—l[applause]—thank you very much,
from Trinity College. Thank you.

Audience member. Where’s Hillary?

The President. Let me say I'm about all talked
out tonight. But I want to thank you for being
here. Hillary and Chelsea had to go home;
thanks for asking. But I believe the American
people tonight got an accurate picture of the
differences in this election and the stakes in
the election. And I personally thought that Sen-
ator Dole did a very good job of stating his
position. I did the best I could to state mine.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. 1 want to ask you to—I want
you to keep cheering that for a month—but
I want you to think about this. There are just
about 4 weeks left, 4 weeks from Tuesday. And
all of you—I'm really glad to see so many young
people in this audience tonight. The one thing
that is hard to convey in a debate like this,
because all the answers and questions, you
know, have to be done in a set period of time,
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This is important business. This election is
important. I ask for your support. I ask for your
help. If you really want to get involved, just
tap into my home page, www.dolekemp96.org.

Thank you. God bless America.

NoTE: The debate began at 9 p.m. at Horace
Bushnell Memorial Hall. In their remarks, the
candidates referred to President Saddam Hussein
of Iraq; President Rene Preval of Haiti; Senator
Daniel Patrick Moynihan; Gen. Barry R. McCaf-
frey, USA (Ret.), Director, Office of National
Drug Control Policy; M. Joycelyn Elders, former
Surgeon General of the Public Health Service;
President Fidel Castro of Cuba; and Governors
John Engler of Michigan, Tommy G. Thompson
of Wisconsin, and John G. Rowland of Con-
necticut.

is the whole sweep of this time we’re living
in.

And I just want you to know that my honest
belief is that the future that you will live will
be the most interesting, unpredictable, and posi-
tive ways—time in all of human history, if we
do the right things to make sure that everybody
has a chance to live up to the fullest of their
ability and if we don’t forget that the First Lady
is right: It does take a village. We have to do
this together. We have to do this together. And
so, I just want to ask you to

Audience member. It takes a village to raise
a child.

The President. It sure does. Give him a hand.
[Applause] And so look—so I want to ask you
to keep this enthusiasm for 4 weeks and 2 days
and to take a little time every day to engage
your friends and neighbors about what’s at stake
in this election. This is really about how we’re
all going to live when we start a new century
and how this country is going to be when your
kids are your age. Were on the right track.
You've given me a great boost tonight. Let’s
bear down and bring it home.
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Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 11:36 p.m. in the
Main Hall of Hartford Union Station.

Remarks to Business Leaders in Stamford, Connecticut

October 7, 1996

Thank you so much. Thank you, Carolyn
Straddle, for reminding us ultimately of what
free enterprise and opportunity are all about:
giving people a chance to live up to the fullest
of what God put inside them, a chance to live
out their dreams, a chance to do right by their
children, a chance to inspire others. Thank you,
Bill Esrey, Paul Allaire, and George David, for
your support and for your statements.

I'd like to thank the people from our adminis-
tration who are here today who helped us to
put this remarkable group of business leaders
together. Thank you, my old friend Eli Segal.
Thank you, Mack McLarty. Thank you, my cam-
paign manager, Peter Knight. Thank you, Laura
Tyson. Thank you, Alexis Herman, Nancy Rubin.
There may be lots of others, but I saw those
people here. I'll get a checklist, and we'll see
how good a grade I made when this is over.
[Laughter]

I'd like to thank Mayor Malloy for welcoming
us here to Stamford. I'm glad to be here. And
I thank Mayor Ganim from Bridgeport. I think
he’s here. And Governor Howard Dean from
Vermont came in with me today, and were
going on from here to New Hampshire and
Maine. And thank you, Governor.

And I want to say a special word of thanks
to Connecticut’s remarkable United States Sen-
ators, Chris Dodd and Joe Lieberman, who are
here to my right. Thank you very much. Chris
Dodd and Joe Lieberman are two of the
happiest people in the country with this an-
nouncement today of these 2,500 plus leaders
of American business supporting our cam-
paign—a few hundred here today—people from
all 50 States. We have people from 35 States
here today, even people who came all the way
from Alaska to be here. I thank you.

They are—I say that Chris Dodd and Joe
Lieberman are the happiest people because
they, like I, have wondered for years why the
Democratic Party should not have at least as
much or more support from American business

as the other party. And we never thought that
being—or helping ordinary people live up to
their full potential was inconsistent with trying
to build a strong business environment. In fact,
I thought it was a precondition for helping peo-
ple to live out their dreams.

This is a country with a strong private econ-
omy. And if it doesn’t work, then our aspirations
for all the people we want to help can never,
never, never be fulfilled by anything the Gov-
ernment does. If there is not an effective part-
nership that is founded on a successful private
economy, the rest of our endeavors are doomed
to be thwarted.

And so, Chris, as chairman of our party, and
to my longtime friend Joe Lieberman as the
chairman of the Democratic Leadership Coun-
cil, which has been an engine of such a bevy
of good ideas to move our country forward, I
want to thank both of you for your work, and
this is your achievement today. Thank you.

I was thinking when I was listening to George
and Paul and Bill and Carolyn talk, and then
I was looking at the people out here in the
crowd that I know and the people here behind
me—we have the heads of great corporations
here, the biggest companies in the country. We
have people here who represent cutting edge
companies who are developing new frontiers of
knowledge. We have people here doing old-fash-
ioned American work better than it has ever
been done before. We have people here in this
audience who come from long lines of American
business families who have, generation after
generation, been prominent in the American
free enterprise system. We have people here
like Carolyn, who started with nothing, or my
friend Katie Hancock, who started out of her
kitchen in Arizona in 1981, a long distance com-
pany. And all different—we have American im-
migrants back here. We have African-Americans,
Hispanic-Americans, people who came to this
country without a penny in their pocket.
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